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As a community, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Darug People, and pay respects to Elders past and present, for
they hold the memories, the traditions, the cultures and hopes of Aboriginal Australia.
We must always remember that under our Holy Family gardens, paths and playgrounds, this land is, was and always will be traditional
Aboriginal land

Message from the Principal
Greetings and welcome back!
It was great to see the children again last week. Most of them were full of energy and
keen to see friends and staff. Thank you everyone for helping the students to settle back
into school so gently.
We had a very successful Jump Start program during the holidays. I am grateful to the
staff who ran the program and the Australian Catholic University who assisted us with
funding and some staffing assistance. Our Jump Start program has been running now for
4 years and continues to offer opportunities for students to meet up with friends and
make a gentle start to the term. Thank you everyone for your support.
Our student attendance level has started well this term. Thank you for your support with
this. Attendance every day is very important to establish sound learning patterns. Regular
attendance is also important to help students develop the sense of belonging. Please let
me know if there is anything we can do to assist with attendance issues or concerns.
Thank you for your ongoing support with the Covid 19 restrictions. We will keep you
updated as any changes are introduced. Covid restrictions have changed the way that
work and we miss the parent interaction each day. I hope the zoom assemblies are
providing some opportunity for you to stay in touch with what is happening at school. I
hope that the student led conferences also gave you an opportunity to catch up on your
child’s learning. Thank you to everyone who was able to participate in the conferences.
The children that I spoke to about their conferences were very pleased with the opportunity to share their learning.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Best wishes,

John Spradbrow
Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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Kindergarten Enrolments 2021

COVID-19 Update

Kindergarten enrolments for 2021 are now
being accepted. If you have a child who will turn 5
by July 31, 2021 please talk to Monika Cunningham
about enrolment forms.

While there has been some easing of COVID
restrictions, largely related to sport, at this
stage, schools continue with the COVID
protocols that were in place Term 3.

To begin the enrolment
process we will require a
completed enrolment form,
child’s original birth certificate
and immunization record

Staff and student testing for COVID-19:
• Students and staff must not attend school if
they are unwell. This includes even minor
flu-like symptoms.
• If students or staff are absent or have been
sent home due to flu-like symptoms, they are
not to return until they have a negative COVID19 test and are symptom-free.
• Schools must sight the negative COVID-19
test result prior to allowing students and staff
to return to school i.e. NSW Health or
COVID-19 Testing Centre correspondence (SMS
or email or hard copy) and/or a medical
certificate must be provided to the school and
a record of this kept by the school.

Year 6 Uniform Days
Monday - Summer School Uniform
Tuesday - Summer School Uniform
Wednesday - Summer School Uniform
Thursday - Sport Polo Uniform - Sport Day
Friday - Yr 6 Polo - Dance Fever
Should you have any questions please contact Mr Spradbrow

Students not returning in 2021
Please advise the school if your child/ren will
not be returning to Holy Family Primary
Emerton in 2021.
If you have any questions please contact
Denise Carroll on 8869 7200.

Lost property…
Please ensure that your child’s name is
clearly labelled on all belongings, as a
number of items were lost throughout
the year. There are also a large number
of brand new school hats with no names
in the office. We can work together to
teach the children to be responsible for
their belongings, ensuring that they tidy
up after themselves and put things away
in the appropriate place. If your child
does misplace something, please make
some time to look in the lost property tub
in the front office to
see if you can help
them locate it.

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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You may have noticed our gorgeous new Indigenous garden outside the school's main
entrance.
This garden represents our connection to Country and has been strategically placed so that
we are reminded each day of the significance of the land on which our school is situated.
As a community, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Darug People, and pay
respects to Elders past and present, for they hold the memories, the traditions, the cultures and hopes of Aboriginal
Australia.
We must always remember that under our Holy Family gardens, paths and playgrounds, this land is, was and
always will be traditional Aboriginal land.
Kind Regards,

Ben Oxley

Religious Coordinator

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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Welcome back to Term 4. Teachers are already in the process of preparing to
write reports. Part of this process involves the teachers assessing the students
in all curriculum areas. Children are measured against the outcomes in the
curriculum. Teachers plan units around the outcomes and assessment takes
place throughout the semester and in many different formats.
This semester our reports will look different to the reports from Semester 1
and Semester 2, 2019. The diocese has moved to a different student information system. The reports will still contain information about how your child
has progressed over the second half of the year and reflect their achievements in learning.

Also during week Week 3 and Week 4 students in Years 2 to 6 will participate
in two online assessments. One is based on the understanding of text and is
called PATR and the other focuses on skills in Mathematics and is called
PATM.
Progressive Achievement Tests in Reading (PATR) assess students’ reading
comprehension skills, vocabulary knowledge and spelling. The information
teachers receive from these assessments helps them to understand how the
children are going in these areas and where they may need assistance to
improve.
PATM is designed to provide information to teachers about the level of
achievement attained by their students in the skills and understandings of
Mathematics. The tests are used to monitor growth and achievement over
time.

It’s always exciting to see how much the children have achieved.
Kind regards,
Mrs. Christine Figuero
Assistant Principal
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We have some extraordinary young artists here at Holy Family Emerton. With the help of Margaret
Lopez, our resident artist, the students have been very busy working on many projects over the last
few months. These projects included the refurbishment of the cow and the painting of the “Ourselves
Mural”.
One of the most inspiring projects was “Paint Like Michael McHugh” - an artwork made up of many
beautiful individual paintings of plants and flowers. Once the artwork was completed Margaret met
with Michael McHugh who expressed how brilliant the painting was and how much he loved it. He said
that the colours used are very similar to the colors he uses in his painting and he loved how intricate
the details were “The colors are lovely and bold. It is a real joy and it makes you happy when you look
at it” Michael also said that he would love to have it in his studio and it is very inspiring.
Fortunately we get to keep this beautiful artwork
at our school where it will make all of us very
happy.
Michael is an Australian artist, who currently has an
exhibition in Melbourne. Check out his paintings at
https://www.martinbrownecontemporary.com/
McHugh20.html.
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What’s Cooking in Year 5
Ozharvest is a Year 5 and 6 curriculum-aligned education program, inspiring kids to eat healthy, waste less and become
change-makers in their local community. Like any good FEAST, it’s designed to be fun, engaging and filled with good food! It
runs for 7-10 weeks and is aligned to the Australian Curriculum STEM and English Learning Areas.
Students are tasked with exploring and designing their own recipes for their ’School Cookbook’ to address food waste prevention and healthy eating while educating and engaging their community.
Kind regards,
Mrs Gilmour & Miss Crombie
Today we made fruit skewers with Greek yogurt. We all had a role such as cutting the apples, peeling the bananas and oranges and feeding
them onto the skewers. We also made sure we put the food scraps aside so we can compost it. Thank you OzHarvest for giving us the
opportunity to make delicious meals.
Mavrix and Josh T

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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Our final Jump Start for 2020 was a great success! Students enjoyed two days
of fun play and activities! We look forward to more fun in 2021. Thank you to
our teachers and Australian Catholic University for helping this be such a positive holiday program at Holy Family Primary Emerton.

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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What's this? A mysterious pack? Who could it belong to, and where were they going when they lost it?
Last week, Year 3 students engaged in two online creative writing workshops hosted by the Sydney
Opera House. Students used a mysterious pack full of objects as a prompt to create fun characters, explore the essential ingredients for story writing, and begin plotting out incredible adventure stories that
they will continue to work on in the
classroom.

Check out some reviews of the workshop below
Kind Regards,

Mrs Ali, Mrs Egan, Miss Vanoska & Miss Bissett

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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Kids Activity Corner

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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SELLING DAYS:
WEEK 3
Tuesday—Friday during Recess/Lunch
Tuesday—Friday Before and After School
Cost: $5

To be worn on 30th October 2020
Bandana Day will be on Friday Week 3 (30/10). Students will be able to wear their bandana at school on Friday
Week 3. Bandanas can be purchased from the office before or after school or outside the hall at recess on Tuesday
- Friday in Week 3. Bandanas cost $5. All money raised will go to Canteen, an organisation that supports young
people who are living with cancer.

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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Kids Activity Corner
On the last day of Term 3, Holy Family celebrates Community Day, with our children dressing up to represent their
various countries and nations.
We usually do this with a parade and barbecue lunch with students, parents and teachers celebrating together,
our diverse cultural community. Due to the COVID19 restrictions, we were unable to have our parade or community lunch, but our children did dress up and take part in a Liturgy and various activities.
Lets pray that we can celebrate Community Day in 2021.

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton
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Dates for the Calendar
School Holidays

Term 4 finishes on
Wednesday December 16th, 2020

RETURN TO SCHOOL 2021
January 28th 2021 (TBC)

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton

Term 4 Week 2

Page 18

Term 4 Week 2

Page 19

2021 school travel applications are now open
Applications for student travel in 2021 opened from Monday 12 October
2020.
Students who require a School Opal card or travel pass for 2021 can now
apply online. A new application should be submitted if a student is applying
for a school travel pass for the first time or requesting an additional pass as
a result of a new shared parental responsibility situation (e.g. joint
custody).
Students who have changed school/campus, changed address, repeated a year or received an expiry
notification from Transport for NSW for their school travel entitlement should re-apply or update their
details.
*Applications must be completed by the student's parent or legal guardian if the student is aged under 16 years. Students 16 years and over must
complete the application form themselves.

Where there is a change of distance eligibility based on a student’s grade, the system will automatically update
a student’s entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If they do not meet the new eligibility criteria, they will
receive an expiry notification via email.
Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition which is due to expire will receive a
notification advising them to re-apply.
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply.
If a student needs to update their information or re-apply, they should go online to https://
apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails
Applications need to be submitted before 31 December 2020 to ensure that current student entitlements are
updated and their current entitlement/card remains valid. If their application is submitted after 31 December
2020, the system will automatically cancel an entitlement/card and a new one will need to be issued.
Students in the Opal network applying for a SSTS or Term Bus Pass entitlement for the first time will receive
their card at their nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed out from January 2021.
Students residing in Rural and Regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at the commencement of
the new school year from their nominated operator, this may be distributed via the school or sent direct to
their address. Note: some R&R operators do not issue travel passes. Students/Parents should confirm with
their nominated operator if they do not receive a pass.

New Concession Entitlement Cards
Transport for NSW will be replacing the below cards with Transport Concession Entitlement Cards (TCEC) from
October 2020:
∙ Senior Secondary Student Concession Card (16 years and over) – also used by Mature Secondary Students (18
years and over), Distance Education Students and Home School Students
∙ Proof of Age card (when a student under 16 years of age looks older) ∙ Boarder Rail Pass.
All previous cards will be valid until they expire. Students who require a Transport Concession Entitlement Card should speak with their school administration staff.
Enquiries regarding school student travel can be submitted to Transport for NSW at:
https://transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback
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